Power of Media in Society

Media, in all its evolving forms, has long been a central part of human society. From the earliest days of print to the modern era
of digital interconnectivity, media functions as more than a communication tool; it is a foundational institution that informs,
educates, entertains, and shapes culture. The role of media is often debated in terms of whether it serves primarily as a means
of public enlightenment, a mechanism of political influence, or simply as entertainment. In truth, its purpose extends across all
of these categories, making it indispensable in everyday life. The purpose of media in society is to inform citizens, sustain
democracy, connect individuals and communities, and provide cultural expression, all while adapting to new technologies that
redefine how information flows.

At its most basic, media exists to transmit information. Newspapers, radio broadcasts, television news, and digital platforms all
serve the crucial function of keeping societies informed. Without media, citizens would lack access to vital knowledge about
current events, public health, and global affairs. In democratic societies, this informational purpose is essential for enabling
people to make educated decisions, particularly in the political sphere. For example, news outlets provide details on elections,
policy changes, and international crises, enabling the public to critically evaluate leaders and governments. Scholars such as
McQuail (2010) argue that mass communication is a prerequisite for modern democracy, as it supplies the information citizens
need to participate meaningfully in civic life.

Beyond informing the public, the media plays a strategic role in politics and economics. Politicians rely on media to reach
constituents, frame debates, and mobilise support. The media can act as both a watchdog—exposing corruption and holding
leaders accountable—and a tool for propaganda, depending on how it is used. Economically, media industries themselves
contribute to global markets through advertising, entertainment production, and digital platforms. Social media companies like
Meta (formerly Facebook) and X (formerly Twitter) have redefined communication not only as a social act but as a massive
business enterprise driven by targeted advertising. Thus, the purpose of media is not neutral; it is deeply embedded in systems
of power and profit.

Another key purpose of media is to build social connections and cultural identity. Media provides spaces for shared
experiences—whether through television shows, films, music, or viral internet content—that shape collective memory. It also
allows marginalised groups to represent themselves and share their narratives. Representation in media has been crucial for
social movements, such as the civil rights movement, LGBTQ+ activism, and more recently, Black Lives Matter. In this sense,
media not only entertains but also validates cultural identities and fosters inclusivity. Entertainment media, while sometimes
dismissed as superficial, play a profound role in shaping societal values and providing psychological relief in stressful times.

The 21st century has radically altered the landscape of media. Digital platforms have democratised the production and
consumption of content. Whereas traditional media was largely one-directional, digital media is participatory, enabling users to
create, share, and respond instantly. This shift has expanded the purpose of media from informing and entertaining to enabling
dialogue and fostering global communities. Social networking sites allow ordinary citizens to engage directly in discussions that
were once limited to professionals or elites. However, this transformation has also brought challenges such as misinformation,
polarisation, and algorithm-driven “echo chambers.” The purpose of media today must therefore be understood as both
empowering and problematic, requiring media literacy and regulation to ensure that its societal role remains constructive.

The purpose of media cannot be reduced to a single function. Historically and in the present, the media have served to inform
citizens, uphold democracy, generate economic activity, and foster cultural expression. With the rise of digital technologies,
these purposes have expanded and become more complex, offering both opportunities for global connection and risks of
misinformation. Despite its challenges, the media remains purposeful at its core: it is the medium through which societies
understand themselves and the world around them. Without media, modern social, political, and cultural life would be
unrecognisable. The enduring purpose of media, then, is not only to reflect society but to actively shape it.
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